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Message of the Queen of Peace, 25 Sept. '94

Dear children, | regjoice with you and
| invite you to pray. My dear children,
pray for my intention. Your prayers are
necessary to me. Through them | wish to
bring you closer to God, for He is your
salvation. God sends me to help you and
to lead you to Paradise which is your
destination. Thus, my dear littlechildren,
pray, pray, pray. Thank you for having
responded to my call.

Mary wants to lead us to our
destination, but we remain
firm on the earth

| rejoicewith you... WithwhomisMary
rejoicing? Perhaps with the children of the
land that was graced with the presence of Her
bel oved son who fulfilled the fathers’ dream,
or could it be the irrepressible joy a Mother
feelsin seeing that Her children pay heed?
For it is through praying that they help Our
Lady lead "Her children" Home. Our Lady
seesfar beyond our earthly livesand rejoices
at the fact that our names are written in
heaven (Lk 10:20).

God sent me to help you and to lead
you to Paradise. That is our destination.
Life has no other meaning to it if not this.
Our Lady reminds us what the real meaning
of life is; that we are destined for the
Kingdom of Heaven. This contrasts the
present-day mentality which concentrates
attention and efforts on earthly riches.

Infact, undertheinfluenceof thismaterial -
istic mentality we have gone as far as nearly
eliminating (even from Christian preaching)
therealitiesof death,judgement, resurrection,
hell and heaven. Many, in fact, consider
these, and the devil, to befablesfor children.
Consequently, people are no longer aware of
their sins. More over, Christians have
forgotten about the escatological dimension
of their lives (the eternal future that awaits
usall) andhavetragically falenintolinewith
the mundane expectations of development
and progressin the earthly order that ignores
the "diverse" aspect of a Christian whose
hope is in the future and who considers his
life of trial on earth as exile.

Pray for my intention. Our Lady asks
that we put aside our requests (even though
good) and offer al for our ultimate and
eternal end in God our salvation. By doing
so, we include al else, even the peace and
goodness of thislife. Our world isimmersed
in grave problems that seem to have no
solutions. The political and social events
seem to beits only concern. Our Lady leads
us to the basics, to that which never dies, as
if Shewere saying: That which isnot eternal
isnull. What gain is it for a man to win the
whole world and ruin his life?

Our Lady needs our prayers. He who
created you without you cannot save you
without you (St Augustine). | prayed... |
entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to
me (Ws 7:7) to understand that possessing

Mary invites us to imitate the Saints. The antique Church has always offered them to us as models.

God isworth morethan all the earth'sriches.
The young rich man of the Gospel did not
understand this, and | wonder if heis saved.
Salvationisnot possiblefor men, but for God
everything is possible (Mk 10:22-27). This
is why we must pray for our salvation.

Thus: | need your prayers Could it not
be that Our Lady is asking for the Rosary,
the chain that takes us to God? With this
message, are we not being called to prepare
ourselves for the month of the Holy Rosary,
theweapon that defeatsevil ?L et ustake hold
then of our Rosary beads and pray!

Our "modern" Christianity and
the call to: " pray, pray, pray!"

Our Lady echoes Jesus' words: You must
pray always, without tiring (Lk 18). Does
our so-called modern Christianity believe
though? For sure, people talk about prayer,
but when it comes down to actually praying
and seeing prayer as an essentia part of
Christian living, many turn their noses up
and talk about the need to "change."

What happens in many parishes is that
peoplewho understand prayer isessential are
put aside. Instead of pray, pray, pray, these
othersdo, do, do, followed by prayer if time
alows! Y et, without me you can do nothing,
Jesus says.

Pray, pray, pray! Over these 13 years
Our Lady haspatiently and lovingly repeated
this to us and we haven't yet realized that
what Sheisasking of usisaradical change.
It is because we are not open to God (who
always works) that we have let ourselves
become trapped by apparently gratifying
canons, by worldly efficiency, thereby
making our "missions’ become shoddy and
competitiveformsof human efficiency. This
has caused an ever-spreading sterility.

Mary invites us to what Is man’s main
activity: prayer. Prayingisletting God work.
He sends His Spirit and His power, so that
our talk and our works are done inthe name
of the Lord Jesus; yes, we move, but moved
by Jesus Spirit; we "fish," but in the name
of the Lord. Thisway, it will bethe Lord to
return and save, not man, and we will bear
much fruit.

Mary’s prophetic voice, though, is not
heeded by man. She wants us to see that we
arefacingtheworld’ sevilsinthewrongway.

Our Lady’ smessage of 25 October 1994:

Dear children, | am with you and also
today | rejoice, astheM ost High hasgiven
methegift toremain with you, to instruct
you and guide you onto the way of
perfection. My dear children, it is my
desire that you be a beautiful bouquet to
offer toGod on All SaintsDay. | inviteyou
to open yourselves and to take the Saints
asyour models. TheMother Church chose
them sothat they may beincentivefor you
in your daily lives. Thank you for having
responded to my call.

| am with you to make you holy
Imitate the Saints

"1 am with you" isthe most important
and most repeated of the messages. Also
today, Mary rejoices because God has
allowed Her to bewith us, in our times, in
a special, extraordinary way, as a teacher
and guideon theway of perfection. Infact,
our destiny isthis: wewer e created to be holy
and spotless and to live through love in his
presence (Eph 1:4); you must be perfect just
asyour heavenly Father isperfect (Mt 5:48).

| am with you - "We do not realize how
much God has given us through Mary.
Unfortunately, we will understand when it
will be too late. God sent Mary to be with
us in this time so as to take care of us, just
asaMother would. Y ou all know how much
trouble amother takesin caring for her child,
how many times she gets up during the night
to check him - for in fact, even while she
sleeps sheistied to him" (Fr. Tomislav 26-
10-85). Our Blessed Mother will keep us
under Her wings even during the »» pg. 6

How can we oppose Satan’ s powerswith our
"bullets" which are dampened by our endless
meetings, debates, methodsandprogrammes?
They’'re nothing but a heap of paper. We
makethe devil laugh because of our stupidity
- only Jesus can defeat him, and all we have
todoistouseour faith, to ask in prayer. We,
with al our methods, think we are serving
the cause, but are we serving theright cause?
In reality we are the ones being defeated.
Our Lady hascometotell us: God is your
salvation. Fr. A



Feast of the Family
with Pope in St Peter’s Square

"You are the domestic Church
you are joy and hope!"

World Meeting with Families, St Peter's
Square, 8 October. Families from the 5 con-
tinentsaregathered with the Pope. Theservice
consists of prayers and songs, but especially
of testimony given by familiesabout their own
experienceof faith. Wereport part of theHoly
Father's impassioned discourse, partly read
and partly improvised:

" Family, what do you say about yourself?
We already find an answer in early Christian
times: '| amthe domestic Church." We seethe
same parallelism:  Family-Church; the
apostolic and universal dimension of the
Church on the one hand, the family, domestic
dimension of the Church on the other. Both
are nourished by the same sour ces. They have
the same genealogy in God: in God Father,
Son and Holy Spirit (...) and they both find
their source in the mystery of divine Love."

Bringing up the theme of the Synod on
Consecrated Life, the Popesaid: "... these two
themes are are very closely related - because
in the mystery of the Church, family and
consecration go together. Are not married
couples consecrated as it were to God in the
sacrament of marriage? They are consecrated
to create an environment of love and life. Yes,
this is your vocation."

Speaking of the latest documents and
catecheseson thefamily, the Pope said of Paul
VI: "One of his unfading merits is that of
having given the Church the Encyclical
Humanae vitae (1968), which in its day was
not understood in all its importance but
which, with time, has come to reveal all its
prophetic content. In it, the great Pontiff
indicated the criteria for preserving the love
of a couple from the danger of hedonistic
selfishness which in many parts of the world,
istending to lessen the vitality of familiesand
render marriages almost sterile...”

He then put down his papers and
improvised: "Beloved, these lightswe see are
lightsthat come fromall over theworld. Each
family bearsalight, and each familyisalight!
It is a beacon which must illumine the way
of the Church and of theworld in the future...
Dear married couples, the communion of man
and woman in marriage corresponds to the
specific requirement of human nature. At the
sametimeit isareflection of God’ sgoodness,
which becomes fatherhood and motherhood.

Sacramental grace - first in Baptism and
Confirmation, then in Matrimony - has
poured a fresh and powerful wave of
supernatural love into your hearts. It is love
which flows from the inner depths of the
Blessed Trinity, of which the human family is
an eoguent and living image. This is a
supernatural reality which helps you to
sanctify your joys, to face hardships and
sufferings, andtotriumph over difficultiesand
moments of fatigue. It is a source of sancti-
fication for you and a source of strength for
self-giving. It grows by constant prayer and
above all by your sharing in the sacraments
of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.
Strengthened by this supernatural help, be
ever ready, dear families, to account for the
hope that is within you.

May you always be examplesof openness,
dedication and generosity. Preserve, assist
and promotethelifeof everyperson, especially
the weak, the sick and the handicapped. Bear
witness to love for life, and sow that love

abundantly. Be builders of the culture of life
and the civilization of love.

In the Church and in society, now is the
hour of the family. Familiesare called to play
aprimary rolein the task of the new evangel-
ization. From the heart of families devoted to
prayer, to the apostolate and to the Church’s
life will develop genuine vocations not only
for the formation of other families, but also
for the life of special consecration, whose
beauty and mission is being described during
these very days by the Synod of Bishops.

Family,what do you say about yourself?
‘I am,” Why do you exist? He who said: "I
alone am what | am," has given me the right
and strength to exist. | am, | am the family,
| am the environment of love ... of life.

What do you say about yourself? | am
gaudium et spes (joy and hope)."

The day after, 200,000 people from all
over the world participated in the Eucharistic
Concel ebration presided over by the Pope. In
his homily he said: "Today thisiswhat Jesus
tellsall of you: '‘Go to all the world and teach
the families. Proclaim to them the Gospdl of
eternal salvation.' "

Cairo: the worst was avoided
but value of life wasn't considered

It was due to the firm position of the
Vatican and other nations, that the most
negativepartsof thedocumentwereremoved,
for example, the statement that speaks of
"abortion as a method of birth control.” No
clarifications were made, however, with
regardsto fundamental problems such asthe
value of life, the rights of a family and the
economic and social development of less
wealthy peoples which is the only means of
permitting responsible procreation. Thisyou
see, would have required an unthinkable
adjustment on the part of the wedthy
countries. The only way they think the
world's population can be controlled is by
reducing births (with the various means
propagandized by them).

The fact that the Conference's final
document talks about protecting the family
and marriage, the social condition of the
womanandothertheoretical points,ispositive.
Msgr. Martino who headed the Vatican
delegationtothe Conferencesaid: "TheHoly
See, however, because of her specific nature,
does not think it opportune to consent to the
operative chapters of the document.” This
means that, besides the vague humanitarian
ideals affirmed by the Conference, the
operative chapters contain are radically
incompatible with the Christian faith. All of
them mention abortion as though necessary
tothe public health and thereisanotablelack
of a serious plan for sex education that is
worthy of man’ sdignity. The Vatican had to
specify that it had not modified its moral
position with regards to abortion,
contraceptives, sterilization and the use of
condoms in programmes for the prevention
of AIDS.

At the end of this event that disheartens
us all, it must be stressed that the conflict
between the Gospel and the UNO
programmes, betweenthethoughtof Christ
(1C02:16) and the thought of theworld is
not occasional, but is a consequence of a
mentality that makes the so-called lay
morality unacceptablefor aChristian. Infact,
in the official document of the Holy See, on
the question of sexua ethics, we read: "the

Cairo Document is marked by an
individualistic (thus egoistic) interpretation
of sexuality, which does not give enough
attention to theimportanceof reciprocal love
andthecapacity todecide, whichcharacterize
a conjugal relationship.”

The conflict is destined to bare its head
every time the so-called developed Western
powers think up initiatives for questions
concerning morality.

Under this light we also understand the
European Parliament’ sreproach (29 Oct.) of
the Vatican (thus the Pope) for its attitude in
Cairo. It accused the Vatican of "diverting
thediscussion from the problemsof devel op-
ment and over population.”

In truth, this European pronouncement is
ladenwithanindividualisticmentality, which
does not recognize the values of the family
asthebasicunit of society, and of responsible
parenthood, and does not provide forms of
solidarity for difficult or unwanted pregnan-
cies.

Voices from Synod for Religious
Consecrated life is choice of love

The Holy Father opened the Synod of
Bishops on the 2nd October. The theme was
The Consecrated Life and its Role in the
Church and in the World, to recall that:
"religious communities are called to the duty
of perfection, clearlyexpressed by Christinhis
conver sation with theyoung man: 'If youwish
to be perfect' " (Mt 19:21).

In his Angelus reflection, the Pope said:
"Their choice of life, especially through the
practiceoftheevangelical counsel sof chastity,
poverty and obedience, is nothing other than
agreat choice of love, one could say a 'super-
abundance of love." It comes fromlistening to
Christ’ svoice: 'lf youwoul d beperfect, go, sell
what you possess... and come, follow me’* (Mt
19:21). Answering this invitation places
religiousinthevery heart of the Church... and
they become a sign-existence: all that they do
must echo the Apostle Paul’ scry of love: 'For
to me lifeis Christ!" " (Ph 1:21).

Consecrated persons, precisely because
they are totally dedicated to God, also feel
naturally devoted, in accordance with the
charisms proper to each institute, to serving
theirbrothersandsisters, especiallythepoorest.
The consecrated person isby antonomasiathe
‘universal brother' whomhisother brothersand
sisters can always count on, finding in him
someone who will listen, welcome and share.
Themost specificserviceasked of consecrated
people today is that of reaching out to the
greatest poverty of our time: many today,
because they have rejected God, have lost the
meaning of life. Theconsecrated person stands
in their midst as a living prophecy of God's
saving love, and for that very reason, as a
witness of joy and hope, as the builder of the
future in view of the kingdom."

Theother Christian faiths, including the
Patriarchate of Moscow, intervened at the
Synod on 15 October. They all expressed their
gratitude and happinessfor being ableto share
thisexperience with the Catholic Church. The
L utherans and other reformed churches spoke
of how consecrated life had been rediscovered
by their communities: "Centuries after the
destruction of every religious order, the Holy
Spirit has moved aso our communities,
bringing forth the thirst of total consecration
to God."

Someof theinterventionsby Bishops, such
as Card. Meisner and Archbishop Duval,



seemed inspired by the Fathers of the Church:
" After thesecul arizationthat madepeoplelose
their sense of God, all we can do to reach
consciences is to testify with our lives where
God is mirrored, because it is when we are
possessed by Him that we become reasons for
attraction and apromise of afuller realization
of one’s own life. The religious are the most
credibletestimoniesprecisely becauseinthem
God' s presence is made transparent.”

Mother Teresaof Calcuttasaid onthe6th
October: "Our life asreligious and especially
aswomenmust betothirst with Jesusby taking
upon ourselves the thirst of our people... To
beableto becometrue consecrated womenwe
must more and more fall in love with Jesus.
Wemust givelove thefirst placein our lives.
Our vows, our apostolate, our community life
are al the fruit of our love-union with Jesus.

Our vow of chastity liberates ustotally to
contemplateGodandtogivewholeheartedand
free service to al men...

Mary wasthefirst consecratedwoman. We
must become pureand humblelikeMary so
that we can become holy like Jesus. Our
consecrated life should be one of loving trust,
total surrender and joy, as were the lives of
Jesus and Mary in the Gospel."

Singular homage to Pope
amid joviality and emotion

Cardinal O’ Connor, Archbishop of New
York, USA, paid homage to the Holy Father
at the Synod of religiousfor the 16th anniv-
ersary of hiselection as Supreme Pontiff.
In a humorous tone he said: "Going by the
news that the Pope is seriously ill and
practically on his death-bed, | should ask
myself: 'Is this the Holy Father here before
me in the synodal hall, or is he a double, a
counterpart? A Pope as sick as you could
never stay here hour after hour, day after day,
so attentive and watchful, whilst more than
afew of usare eeping! We know only too
well that you have no need for adouble! Y ou
are the same Pope that we have known for
16 years, ever strong and untiring, who
works more hours in a day than what the
majority of men half your age could support.
Y es, we can tell theworld that you are ready
to serve us a further 16 years."

The Cardina then added: "Taking
seriously, Holy Father, though we recognize
you as the vicar of Christ on the earth, we
also know that you are a human being and
we love you and revere you as such. You
suffer for Sargjevo and Rwanda, for Haiti
and Irak, for wherever blood is spilt, for
wherever other human beings suffer... You
aretornto bitstogether with the childrenwho
areripped away from their mothers’ wombs.
You cry for the world, just as Christ cried
for Jerusalem. Holy Father, let me tell you
about oneof my priestswho had both hislegs
amputated. That priest begged meto tell you
that he offers both his legs so that your leg
may heal soon."

A great round of applause broke out. To-
gether with the Bishops, thereligiousand the
representatives of the other Churches, we
aso applaud and wish to offer ourselves
entirely through praying and working for the
Holy Father. *xx

Holy Father’snew book launchedinltaly,
Crossing the Threshold of Hope, is to be
published in 21 languages and 35 countries.
The 224-page book, launched on 19 October
is aready a best-seller.

Prayer isalive
relationship with God
who totally changes our life

Atthebeginning of Our Lady’ sapparitions
in Medjugorje the people immediately
discovered a profound need for prayer. Quite
simply, every soul opened itself up to God. It
is only through prayer that we can approach
God, but withthetypeof prayer that takesover
our whole being, that carries us away to God.

The Church teaches usthat the presence of
Our Lady or of asaint, or even any particular
moment of extraordinary grace, opens our
souls up to God, making known to usthe way
to go to Him. We can approach God only
through prayer, of thetypethat carriesusaway.
Like the way a plant will turn to the sun, we
also must turn to our Sun to find the centre
of our existence, to discover the hidden
treasureinour souls, to put God aboveall el se,
to be immersed in Him.

With the extraordinary presence of Grace,
as in the case of Marian apparitions, man
discovers how simple prayer is; he discovers
how easy and naturd itisto pray. All weneed
todoiscreatetheright conditionsinus, in our
minds, our hearts, our familiesandin our days.
If we do not make these preparations to
encounter God, then our prayer becomes
heavy, evenimpossible, andweanxiously start
looking - in vain - for other teachers and
books.

Prayer asaspacefor God. InOur Lady’s
message of 2 October 1986, She speaks of a
timeto give to God for prayer, when no other
person or thing is important, only God. My
dear children, dedicate yourselves to prayer
with special love. Y ou see, Our Lady prepares
us and it is Her desire that we prepare in
ourselvesaspacefor prayer, thatweunderstand
theimportanceof prayer to the point of saying:
"I now desire being immersed in God." This
prepares us for a continual, daily aperture
towardsGod, it helpsusfeel Hispresence, and
wewill beunableto stay without God. Wewill
feel the need for God, to bejoyful in Him, and
His presence will be beneficial to us.

This is why Our Lady said: consecrate
yourselves every morning to my Immaculate
Heart and your day will be different. The
aperture that comes from prayer will totally
change our life. In prayer we encounter God
in al His beauty and wealth, so you see we
need to be with Him, we need this type of
relationship all day long. Thiswas normal for
thesaintsand for uncomplicated people. If you
read Genesis, chapter 24, you will see how
Abrahamfully trusted everythingto God, even
his future. When Abraham decided his son
Isaac should marry, he was careful that all he
didwasaccordingto God' swill. So hesent his
servant to hishomelandtofindagirl belonging
to hissamelineage. Thetown wasdistant and
the servant’s every step was done with God.
He asked God to give him asign, to take him
to the right girl, the right family.

These days parents don't do this. They
accompany their childrenonly asfar asthefirst
girl/boy that comes along. It is done without
beingimmersedin God. All things, all people,
all events need to form this relationship with
God. When we pray we form thisrelationship
- not to remain for Him for only an instant,
buttoformalivereationshipwithHim. When
a person lives a continuing relationship with
God he discovers how al his words, desires
and thoughts are part of God’ splan for us. He
discoverswhat Christianlivingis. Thisallows
himtofedl God' sgrandeur, thebeauty of living
with God.

Until we form a similar relationship, our

life as Christians remains superficial, we are
not aware of the fact that God is the master
of our life, that God gives us life, that He is
the master of our past, present and future. We
do not discover that in God lies al our
problems and that from Him come all our
answersto them, evenfor insignificant things.

We think it superficia the fact that the
guestsat thewedding of Canaweredrunk, yet
Jesus still transformed the water into wine. It
seemsirrelevant, doesn’ tit? How wonderful it
isthen when we understanding how all things
are in God, that we can count on Him in
whatever situation, because Heis present and
He wants to be present. Jesus said how it till
wasn't His time, yet His mother simply said:
Do what he tells you to do. Father God wants
to make usunderstand that every man isdear
to Him. Do you know what this means? It
means feeling loved by God from within, itis
feeling God’ slove penetrate our whole being.
All thiscan beexperiencedin prayer, whenwe
are open from within.

Pray with the heart. Our Lady invites us
to encounter God with prayer from the heart.
Our prayer, then, must prevail over every
other situation. Why?Forinwhatever context
or condition we may bein, we alwaysreceive
more from God than from men or things. God
aways helps us, He always desires giving us
what we need. With God weare happier, more
serene and more joyful. When we pray with
theheartitisbecausewearein lovewith God
and in our heartswe feel that no one can love
us as much as God. If we pray with the heart
we are aware of how we are drawn to Him,
and how no other thing can lead us to Him.

Mary,whodesiresbeingourguide,suggests
we let our days be marked out by the rhythm
of prayer .Inthemorningplaceyourself before
God, invoke His Spirit and read the Gospel.
Choose a word that strikes you the most.
Duringtheday takethat word and putitinyour
heart, meditateuponit. Allow it to accompany
you throughout the day. In the evening find
thetimeto pray, to thank God, and to confide
in Him, asking forgivenessfor the wrong you
did so that you may fall aseep in peace,
allowing your soul to continue offering your
prayer to God as you sleep.

Prayer and prayers. How should our
prayers be? At this point, we must discern
between prayer and prayers. There are many
different prayers, eg. for communities, formal
and voca prayers, etc. Of course they are
important since we, as human beings, livein
the"form" of our human bodiesand mindsand
in asocial form. The important thing is that
we recite them with the heart.

As you can see, our Chrigtian life is
immersed in prayer. Our Lady callsusin a
special way to personal prayer, prayer in the
family and the prayer of the Church. The core
of this prayer i1s Confession and Holy Mass
which serve as introductory Sacraments for
this journey, for the life of every Christian.

Prayer, though, isnot only important from
an individual point of view, asit benefits the
entireChurch andall of humanity. Inprayer
wediscover God' scall for every man. Like St
Francis, Moses had to pray to discover the
treasure that was hidden in him.

WehaveoftenheardtheBlessedVirginsay
how evenwarscanbestoppedwithprayer. But
which [type of] prayer can stop wars? The
prayer that unites us to God can. We know
M osesprayedwith hisarmsoutstretchedwhile
Israel was in battle, and as long as Moses
prayed, I srael won. Thisisthepower of prayer!
Prayer isa so asource of praise and adoration
of God who makes us plunge into Him, be
immersed in Him, to regjoice in Him.

Fr. Tomidlav Vlasic - 22 Jan. 1994



New times; don't talk too much
about Med;.: live the peace, spread it

The August ' 94 edition of the "What do
you think of Medjugorje?" column in the
GlasMiramagazinereportsthat Fr. Tomislav
said in a homily in Medj. in June 1994:

"Do not speak too much about Med;., but
do al you can so people may understand, so
peace and joy may enter them. All this will
be easy if in Medj. you fill yourselves with
peace and joy and make the decision today
to become bearers of peace and joy.

Filled with joy and peace, we race
towardstheevents, not likethosewho spread
fear for our tomorrow, but like those who
rejoice for the encounter with the eternal
Father and Jesus Christ. We are beginning
anew time in our life; it is a new time for
our family, for this parish and for the whole
world. May the Queen of Peace placein our
hearts Her peace, and through every pilgrim
may this peace flow onto the whole world."

Reflections on Medj. by new provincial

When Fr. Tomislav Pervan was recently
elected as the new superior for the Francis-
cans of Herzegovina, he spoke of Mary's
presence in Medj. "l have felt strongly tied
to Medj. since its beginning; and | was the
parish priest from August ‘82 till October '88.
Much has been written on Medjugorje; a
great quantity of information has been
recorded about it. Medj. is now part of the
Catholic Church so much so that it has had,
and | believe it will continue to have, a
fundamental roleintherevival of the Church.

| seein Medj. thefulfilment of an authen-
tic re-proposal of the Bible and of hiblical
times, a new chapter in the history of the
Church, an intervention by God who alone
is the true Power in the context of the so-
called great powers of the earth.

| am aredlistic type of person, | studied
theology in German schoolsand | know that
modern theology and biblical science have
gained a lot of ground. | am convinced,
though, that it isthe Holy Spirit, not science,
who has the last word. The Holy Spirit is
present with His action also today in the
Church and in the world. In my opinion, His
action in Medjugorje, through Mary, is
unquestionable. The fruits are so great and
numerous that denying them would be asin
against the Holy Spirit.

Concerning the judgements against said
phenomena, the Church alowsfor three, not
two, possibilities. She can say: "It is evident
that said phenomena are rea," or: "It is not
evident that they arereal,” or: "It is evident
that they are not real." The third judgement
has never been pronounced by the Church
with regardsto Med., even though sometry
hard to misinterpret the Declaration of Zara
of '91 made by the Yugoslav Bishops
Conference." (Nasa Ognjista, Sept. 1994)

A river of love
misunder stood

Themass mediagivelittlementionto the
war intheformer Y ugoslavia, but thetragedy
of apopulation still living out the nightmare
of weapons and hunger continues. Their

tragedy does not interest the calculating
international communities. Thehumanitarian
convoys of the UN get aid into the risky
zones when possible, but there is another
fount that has continued delivering aid to the
refugees and remote villages since the war
began. It is the untiring work of lay people
andreligious. Y es, it wasthe Queen of Peace,
with Her love, whoinduced these peopleinto
working so hard without tiring, who place
their own lives at risk. The parish priest of
Med]. said some time ago that 80% of the
aid that went into Herzegovina came from
friendsof Medj. How important itis, though,
to veil this charity with evangelical silence:
do not let your right hand know what your
left hand does. Do not blow your horn when
you give alms so as not to lose your reward.

People are now giving less and this
makes it even more difficult to continue
organizing aid delivery because of the high
costs involved. The volunteers, sensitive to
the cry of help by these abandoned peoples,
and inspired by the Mother who continues
to call, keep on working with admirable
enthusiasm, in subordination to pastors who
do not acknowledge and who even oppose
the reason behind their generosity: the
presence of Mary inthat land. These pastors
gather up, give thanks and encourage, but
they deliberately ignore the message for
which the aid deliverers work.

Wedo not bear any grudgesagainst them,
of course. What we have said is simply out
of admiration for the kind of charity that
cares not about what the others say, that
caresnot about itsown interest, that benefits
also hewho disapproves, that keepsno count
of evil received, that kisses the hand that
strikes out. Thisis Our Lady's style, for She,
too, istreated in the same manner: ignored,
unheeded and opposed. Y et She continuesto
call us, to offer uslove and graces, that men
may convert and avoid a catastrophic end.

Thisisthe sublime charity of the Gospel,
a spectacle unknown to men, written up in
heaven in golden letters. Fr. A

Present position of Church

Medj recognized as Sanctuary.
Investigations on supernatural continue
Pilgrims have returned, so has criticism

By Fr. BarnabaHechich. Theoriginal title
can betrandated as. Regurgitation of old-hat
interpretations and positions. It was published
in the Catholic weekly of Zagreb called Glas
Koncila("thevoice of the Council") on 11 Sept.
the day the Pope was in Zagreb.

"Now that pilgrimages to Medj. have
again become very numerous, the curia for
thedioceseof M ostar hasstarted campaigning
against the facts and official declarations
regarding the apparitions of Medj. through
distorting and disinforming articles in Glas
Koncila. Theintent isto discourage pilgrims
and extinguish the facts - to do so they resort
also to applying canonic pressure.

Appeal has been made to the famous
Declaration of Zara, which was emitted by
the Bishops' Conference on the 10th April
1991. The Declarationispresented asthough
itwereanegati veanddefinitepronouncement.
Thus, standing by this affirmation, the
phenomenon of Medj. has never existed, but
Isafalsehood invented for personal interest.

According to that Declaration, things
stand as so: the Bishops in Zara placed

emphasis on two facts: the apparitions and
the pilgrimages. Concerning the apparitions,
they declared: 'On the basis of investigations
madeto date, itisnot possibleto affirm that
[thematter] isoneof supernatural apparitions
andrevelations.’ Thisisaprovisiona verdict.
In other words, the investigations were not
complete or exhaustive enough to permit a
definiteverdict. So,theDeclarationcontinues:
‘Through its members, the Commission [of
the Bishops' Conference] will continue to
follow theeventsof Medjugorjeand carry
out further investigations.'

Concerning the pilgrimages (which are
very important for the spiritual life of the
faithful, thus the Church cannot permit
herself not to show interest in them or to
defer her interest to a time when a definite
pronouncement will be made) the Bishops
declared:'I nthemeantime,thegreatgatherings
of faithful from various parts of the world
- who come to Medj. for religious or other
reasons - necessitate pastoral care and
attention, first by the local Bishop, then by
the other Bishops - so that in Medj., and in
collaboration with Medj., the promotion of
a sound devotion to the Blessed Virgin
conforming to Church teachings is ensured.
With this in mind, the Bishops will emit
special and suitable liturgical and pastoral
instructions.'

The immediate reaction of the
management of GK to the Declaration was
positive. They said: 'For the many people
devoted to Medj. all over the world, this
Declaration will serve to clarify their con-
sciences. In other words, those who now
desiregoingtoMedj. for religiousmotives
will know that their gatherings are the
object of constant and responsible car e by
thesuccessor sof theApostles (GK 5.5.91).

Thus, it isclear that with thisDeclaration
all reservationsthat had been expressed with
regardsto'non-officia' pilgrimagestoMed.,
have been dissolved. As in the case of
L ourdesandFatima, pilgrimsingreatnumbers
visited the sites before they were publicly
acknowledged. They werenon-official pilgr-
images, even though priests were avallable
to assist them. Likewise with Medj., many
pilgrims come, in groups and non: they are
al non-official pilgrimages even though
often assisted by priests. Moreover, the
Hierarchy from now on, together with the
local Church, intends organizing and
furnishingspiritual assi stancefor thepilgrims
- because: "above all other things, the Church
respects the facts, attentively evaluates her
own responsibilitiesand with all regards, her
main concern is to take care of the spiritual
good of the faithful' (GK 5.5.91).

Though the outcome of the pronounce-
ment of Zarais so clear, the Curia of Mostar
is not happy about it. In citing the Bishops
Declaration, the Vicar General, Fr. Pavlovic,
is careful to avoid mentioning the last words
where it says that the Bishops' Commission
will "continue to follow the events of Med.
and carry out further investigations." In his
articlespublishedin GK (10July, 7 Aug.'94),
he ignores the expression "investigations
made to date." For him they are "the most
responsible and serious... done over various
years... that have covered all aspects.” So, for
him, they are "definite!” The Bishops
provisional pronouncement for him has
become conclusive and resolute - in a
negative sense of course. He concludeswith:
"Thisnegativepronouncementby theBishops



ontheimpossibility of affirming[thepresence
of supernatural] givesustheright to say that
Our Lady has not and does not appear to
anyone in Medj." (GK 7 Aug. 1994).

TheChancellor, Fr. Luburic, thinksalong
thissameline. Hesaysthat 'theinvestigations
made to date' have been transformed into
‘competent investigations' - thus tending to
exclude the provisional sense from the
Declaration, giving it an ultimate sense (...).

[It is to note that the Church never
expresses definite opinions on such events
whilst the events are still in course]

With the responsibility and authority as
President of the Bishops' Conference, Card.
Kuharic said with regards to the Declaration
of Zara: 'After threeyearsof study conducted
by the appropriate Commission, we Bishops
have accepted M edj. as a place of prayer,
as a sanctuary.. With regards to the
supernatural factor of the apparitions, we
have said that for now we cannot affirm that
it exists, westill haveimportant reservations.
We therefore leave this aspect for further
investigation. The Church isin no hurry"
(GK 15 August 1993).

The action taken by the Curia of Mostar
is indeed disappointing. Millions of people
(including dozens of bishops and thousands
of priests) look upon Medj. with feelings of
gratitude for having found light, strength,
peace, healing, conversion and incitement to
live a more holy life. Moreover, the entire
guestion concerning the authenticity of the
facts has been entrusted to the Bishops
Conference which has said it will carry out
further investigations. Y et despiteall this, the
Curiaof Mostar isagaintryingto appropriate
the problem so asto gain control of it! With-
out doubt, greater service could be done to
the truth, the peace, the faith and the good
of thefaithful if they weremore serene, more
objective, more open and less factious about
ital." Fr. Barnaba Hechich

The Bishop of Mostar on Medj. -
Mons. Ratko Peric’ sintervention at the Synod
of Religious concerned: "an inter-ecclesial
thorn in his Church,” revealing how: "the
obedience professed by the religiousis being
greatly put to the test now that some parishes
are passing from the hands of the meritorious
Franciscansto the diocese. Thisalso includes
M edjugorje,aparishentrustedtosaidreligious.”

He then speaks of the official position of
the Bishops' Conference (asabove) and adds:
"Thealleged apparitions create confusion and
division, and not only in the local Church.
Consequently, we await the Holy See to use
her ways so that the unity of that particular
Churchmay bemadefull and stabl€e" (Avvenire
12 Oct. 1994).

We are grieved by the fact that not even
the tragedy caused by the war with all its
sufferings, not even the grace that has
accompanied these years, have been able to
appease the controversies within the Church
whereOur Lady cametobring peace. (Intruth,
the Franciscans offered the seven parishes to
the new bishop, but because of their condition,
he did not accept them.)

Wearesurprisedthat therewasno positive
acknowledgement of the fruits of Medj. in his
discourse(at least reported bythemedia), nor
of the quantity of aid that has reached the
war-torn country thanksto thereality of Medj.
Inany case, the Queen of Peacearrived asfar
asthe Synod, though only asa sign of contra-
diction.ltdoesn't matter how, but mentionwas
made of Her (cf. Phil 1:18). *

Bishop of Namur on
Medjugorje: | went,
| saw, | believe

On 25 August, Ivan visited Beauraing in
Belgium where Mary appeared to 5 children
for 33 timesin 1932. Mass was celebrated by
the Bishop of Namur, Msgr. Léonard. The
following is from his eloquent homily.

"(...)Whicharethechurchesthat pleasethe
Lord? Crowded churches. He loves them,
because a crowded church for the Lord is a
prophecy of what will be at the end of time,
when God’s Kingdom will be everythingin
everyone!

This vision of the Kingdom is seen in
today’ sfirst reading (Rev 22:9): the Kingdom
of Heaven is a gift of God who comes from
above. The heavenly city opensitsarmstothe
earthly city and is united to the history of our
world. The angel speaks of this city as if it
were a fiancée loved by Him and which will
become His bride forever more. When all of
us will form this Kingdom, we will be this
Bride.

That is why the entire Church and the
entireKingdom are portrayed by awoman, the
Virgin Mary. The 2nd Vatican Council tells
us: When we see Mary we see, in anticipation,
how humanity will be, how the Church will
bewhen shewill become God' sKingdom. We
can think of every Marian apparition asan
announcement of the holy city, of the Fiancée,
of the Bride, that descends from her place
beside God in Heaven. Therefore, what else
could Mary be when She appears, if not the
prefiguration, the sign, the anticipation of the
Holy City that will descend from Heaven?

Today’s Gospel uses a similar language.
Nathanael was sceptic: can anything good
come from Nazareth? (Jn 1:46). We must
admit that each time Mary has appearedinthe
world, including those place where the
apparitions have received Church approval,
scepticism were the order of the day.

Scepticismanddoubtalwaysaccompany
Our Lady's apparitions! What, Mary is
appearing to little Bernadette Soubirou who
liveswith her parentsin Lourdes?What, Mary
is appearing to three little shepherd children
of Fatima? Mary is appearing in Beauraing,
in alittle corner of Belgium? Thus, we have
the beginning of scepticism and doubt. The
right way to feel, instead, can be seen in
today’ sGospel . WhenPhilipsaystoNathanael,
"come and see," he goes and he believes. For
God' s signsto be accepted, it is necessary for
one to go and see.

Withregardstotheapparitionsin Medj.,
the Church has still not given her officia
definiterecognition. Weawaitit withtrust and
in prayer. Personally, | went there in 1984, |
saw and | returned convinced.

Nathanael was struck by what he saw and
he understood. His proclamation of faith is
oneof themost beautiful intheNew Testament:
"Rabbi, you are the son of God, you are the
KingofIsrael" (Jn1:49). Nathanael went from
scepticism to faith, because hewent, ther eby
allowing Jesustotouch hisheart. Jesustells
him: "You will see greater things that that...
You will see heaven laid open and, above the
Son of Man, the angels of God ascending and
descending” (Jn 1:50-51). We can apply these
wordsto the various apparitionsin the world.
Each apparition by Mary is Heaven laid open
to the earth, it is Heaven that smiles to the
earth.

DoesMary appear too much, speak too
much? | am greatly impressed by Mary’'s
insistence in talking to us. Just think how

Holy Father in Zagreb
invokes Queen of Peace

The Pope spoke to an enormous crowd
(more than 1 million people) which had
gathered at the race course. John Paul 1l
spoke to them about the journey that must
be taken to bring peace back to the Balkans,
usingthe Our Father prayer to emphasisethe
fact that we are all brothers. Forgive and ask
forgiveness; thisisthe only way for peace to
return.How can we invoke Our Father in
heaven and hate our brothers? At the end
of his discourse he prayed: Queen of Peace,
pray for us.

Therewasalargegroup from Med. close
tothealtar. Fr. Jozo, Fr. Tomislav Pervanand
Marija Pavlovic were present, plus many
brothers and sisters from the communities
present in Medj. A group of young people
were carrying a large "Medjugorje” banner
with them and the Holy Father looked
lovingly at them and blessed them.

The mere presence of the Holy Father
wasenoughtotransformthetenseatmosphere
of thisstricken capital into ajoyousoccasion.
President Tudjman said how he desired:
"eliminating every form of nationalism from
thisterritory."

many apparitions there have been in this last
century! Rue du Bac in Paris, Pontmain,
Lourdes, La Saette, Fatima, Beauraing,
Banneux, Kibeho in Rwanda, Medjugorije...
People often ask me why Mary is il
appearing in Medj. after 13 years. Some say:
"Mary talksso much! Inother places, Sheonly
said a few words, appeared for only a few
days!" Personally, | havenoideaabout Mary’s
reasons, about what She should say and do.
| know that if Mary knocks at our door with
such insistence, intensity and duration, then
there must be urgent need.

Have you noticed how committed our
Pope is to his mission as universal pilgrim?
Have you noticed his force and insistence in
drawing our attention to the world’s present
day problems, such as peace, true conversion
and the family? He insists so much because
he is convinced that these years are decisive
years for the history of humanity. Personally,
| see Mary’sinsistencein talking to usand in
caling us in this light.

Thefruitsof Medj. are blessed fruits. |
have witnessed these fruits myself. They are
conversion, the re-discovery of prayer, love
and peace, thereturn to the Sacraments, to the
Eucharigt, to penance and fasting.

If you truly desire peace in the world, in
our families and hearts, then my invitation to
you is to truly accept Our Lady’s pressing
appeals, in particular the ones concerning
prayer and fasting. Jesus Himself tells us that
somedemonscan only bedriven out by prayer
and fasts. | ssimply repeat what Our Lady tells
us wherever She appears, and | invite you to
true conversion through praying and fasting."

So the bishop’s invitation is to create in
every home a corner for persona and family
prayer,tokeepthechurchesopenfor Adoration,
the Rosary and prayer (which is also the best
way to prevent vandalism).

"If Jesus and Mary talk to us," the Bishop
concluded, "it is not to frighten us, but to call
usto conversion. All that you will do to better
your praying and fasting, to open your hearts
and to offer yourselves to Jesus, will be a
blessing for all humanity. It will be a step
towards peace in the hearts of men and in the
world. Amen."



Fr. Jozo to war orphans and
sponsors: Pray, to forgive!

On 17 and 18 August 1994, in Medj. and
Siroki Brijeg, the 1st spiritual meeting was
held for war orphans and their sponsors (who
came from Italy, Holland, Germany and
America). The children were accompanied by
their widowed mothers.

The two days were marked by intense
prayer and movingtestimonies. Thechildren's
hearts were wounded but open to receiving
consol ationbyotherheartsfullof understanding
and loving care.

Fr. Jozo guided the Rosary during the
climb up Apparition Hill, offering words of
comfort and hope to the war victims, often
taking the children by the hand. Some of the
children did the climb with bare feet.

At the top, standing before the Cross, Fr.
Jozo said: "The Queen of Peace invites us
continually to be witnesses and promoters of
peace. You must forgive and pray for your
persecutors. Y ou, mother, must think that the
person who killed your husband could only
hear thevoice of Satanin that moment, telling
him: kill and destroy. You must forgive and
pray for themevenif itisnot easy. Toreceive
the strength to do thisyou must pray every day
and recelve the Holy Eucharist. The things of
theworld do not belong to you anymore. With
your sacrifice, you are united to Christ.
Persevere, so that your sacrifice and the
persecution you underwent may bear fruits of
reconciliation and peacefor thewholeworld."
Vicka aso intervened and spoke about Our
Lady’ smessages.

These meetings for war orphans and
sponsors will be repeated. For information,
contactFr.Jozo’' sdel egates: AngelaandM atteo
Rossi, Via delle Grazie, 1-54100 MASSA,
Italy. Ph: 0585-436563. M. Rossi

News from the Blessed Land
(taken from Sr. Emmanuel’s diary)

* Pray for the Pope - Our Lady has said
to lvan who was in Belgium, and to Vicka:
Pray for the Pope, for the Bishops and the
priests.AccordingtoVicka, theBlessed Virgin
wishesto realize a plan during these next few
weeks, and She invites us to get together to
pray for this intention of Hers.

* TheFeast of theExaltation of theCross
(9 Sept.) drew big crowds, as it does every
year. Thebig crossin Medjugorjewas erected
in 1933, and without doubt, its presence is
meaningful to the events happening here, and
to Our Lady who desired remaining nexttothe
Crossof Her Jesusand Her peopleinthistime
of passion.

* The month of the Rosary has brought
numerous pilgrims to Medj. from all parts of
the world, who are taking advantage of the
mild climate to come and pray on the hills.

* Fr. Slavko took the message to Poland
and Germany. He has now left for Boston to
celebratethemarriageof Ivanand Laureen (23
October). Best wishesfor aholy family inthe
year of the family! Fr. Slavko will then leave
for South America.

* Vicka said no to the many invitations
received. She preferred remainingin Med;. to
greet the pilgrims. The only trip she has
planned is the one to Boston for Ivan's
wedding, her father' s health permitting.

* Michele, Marijaand Paolo’ s little baby
boy, was baptised on 25 Sept. by Fr. Slavko.

Hearts of distant are opening

* |t was a Protestant doctor thistime to
have confirmed the eventsin Medj. He came
toMedj. to seeby himself what the apparitions
wereabout - it seemed so strangeto him. Like
many Protestants, he thought the Marian cult
wasan obstacleontheway to Jesus. Hearrived
with uncertain feelings, but as soon as he
neared the church, Jesus spoketo hisheart and
the doctor began crying like a child. The day
after he could "hear" Jesus' voicetelling him:
"I asked my Mother to come here. She draws
all the peoples here and leads themto me. All
generationswill call Her blessed." After this,
Mary became as a trampoline for him to get
to Jesus.

* A Swiss Pastor who arrived in Medj. 5
days ago, told me: "There is nothing in my
theology that opposes Mary’s apparitions.
Moses and Elijah appeared to Jesus on the
Tabor, so why couldn’t the Mother of Jesus
appear?’ What the Protestants like the most
is that Mary has repeatedly said, and often
while crying: You have forgotten the Bible! If
only the Catholics would listen to Her!

* |n France, astudent in phar maceutics
was refused a diploma because he had AIDS.
Rejected by many because he was homo-
sexual, he ended up taking a large dose of
acohoal to then throw himself off abridge. He
awokein hospital and saw before him afigure
of awoman which at first frightened him, but
later attracted and comforted him. "Maybe
she’'sasaint,” hetold himself, in hisreligious
ignorance. He left the hospital a weakened
person - his lymphatic and nervous systems
weredestroyed. Time passed, and who knows
how, he ended up in Medj., even though his
doctors advised against it.

Once in Medj., he was surprised to see a
statue in a shop- and then understood that the
woman he saw in the hospita was the
Madonna of Medj. He made the decision to
never abandon Her from then on. When he
returned home, hisdoctorswere surprised, for
after amedical exam hewasfoundto till have
thedisease, but al symptomshad disappeared
and his nervous and lymphatic systems were
healthy.

Crowds pray with Fr. Jozo

From 29 Sept. to 5 Oct. Fr. Jozo visited
various towns in Italy. The meetings were
attended by many people who met to pray for
life and peace.

We attended the one held on the 29th
September. There were about 1500 people
present. After the Rosary and Holy Mass,
which was concel ebrated by the monks from
the parish, Fr. Jozo transmitted to us with the
power of the Spirit the teachings of the Queen
of Peace. Fr. Jozo urged usto love Crucified
Christ, because the sign of love of the cross
can be seen too little these days.

"RemainingbeforeCrucified Christmeans
learningtoforgive, for it wason the Crossthat
Jesus forgave his enemies. Our Lady desires
putting us before the Cross, which isthe only
signof salvationandlove. If | donotloveJesus
Who died for me how can | know His Word,
or livetheEucharist?Everythingisfaseif you
are unableto love your enemies: Hewho does
not love hisbrother whomhe sees, cannot love
God whom he has never seen (1 Jn 4).

Our Lady taught Jesusto accept the Cross.
She does not take the cross from us, but She
teachesusto loveit and to bear it. From Jesus
Cross comes the Light that enlightens our
heart."

During Mass his homily was directed
particularly to families: "Joy, love, peace and
light can be found in the Eucharist. Jesustells

us: 'eat and drinkinabundance, for you cannot
live without Me." "

Mary asksusto live the Eucharigt, to put
it before everything el se. Shecriesbecausewe
do not want to live it, we escape from it.

Why isit that the discotheques today are
morecrowdedthanthe Church?Our Lady tells
us that this happens because families don’t
pray, thus, faith cannot be born in the hearts
of its members, nor can love for Eucharistic
Christ be born in their hearts. When parents
live out Christian val ues, these valuesbecome
desires in the hearts of the children, because
grace is aways stronger than sin.

Wemust become bread that isoffered, that
nourishes, bread of love. The example that
comes from the Cross is one of offering our
life for others. If as a parent you desire doing
something for your children, then renew
yourself, renew the presence of the Eucharist
in you.

Our Lady repeatedly asks us to aso hold
theRosaryinour hands, similar tothetenwise
girls (cf. Mt 25) waiting for the Groom with
lampsin their hands so as not to remain in the
dark and thereby not be able to recognize the
Groomon hisarrival. Each Hail Maryislike
adrop of oil that fallsinto our lamps, and we
will not be in the dark if our prayer will be
constant, for it will be our guide."

»» from pg. 1. sad moments that await us.

Our Lady wants us to be a lovely
bouquet to present to God the Most Haly,
for having called usto take our place among
the saints (1 Co 1:2). A bouquet, however,
is made up of many flowers. We cannot tend
towards sanctity asindividuals. We must be
in communion with our brothers and sisters,
our church and our community, with those
who pursue the same scope, so that we may
advance together and be presented together:
vis unita fit fortior! (unity is strength).

Takethe Saintsasyour models - Many
Christiansthese days desire moving onto the
"new." With this attitude, the Saints can be
considered old hat. Man needs inspiration
from those who have aready fulfilled the
Gospel in concrete, human situations. Man
doesn’'t know what to do with vague ideals
and deceptive spontaneities. The first
Christian generation was inspired by the
Apostles, by the faith of the martyrs, the
holiness of the confessors of thefaith and by
the virgins, by the examples of the desert
fathers and by the monks. The Saints of al
times became such because they drew from
the experience and the writings of these. So
let us begin reading the Saints' autobio-
graphies and other testimonies; let us visit
thelr sanctuaries and their tombs, just as the
first Christians used to do.

Our Lady shows us away that has been
neglected under the influence of this easy-
going generation that tendsto reject the past.
History, though, is our teacher, it shows us
how to live, and in the same way the Saints
show us how to be sanctified. The Church
teaches us al these things, so it is not by
chance that she chose them to be inspiration
for us. Not only do they serve asinspiration,
but they also intercede before God for usand
for al men. When we love, honour and
celebrate for the Saints, we obtain the fruits.
Let us heed Our Lady’s advice. Fr. A

The Holy Father has granted Plenary
Indulgence under the usual conditions for
those who shall go on pilgrimage to the Holy
House of Loreto during the year of the
Centenary celebrationsfrom9.12.94-10.12.95.



Can Satan impede
God’s plans?

People often ask this question, especially
since Our Lady of Medjugorjehasoften said:
Satan wants to impede my plans ... Satan is
strong and wants to annul God's plans.

Lately, we must admit, we were all
greatly disappointed by the cancellation of
the Pope's voyage to Sargievo. We fully
understand his reasons: the Holy Father did
not wish to expose the people that would
have gathered to hear him to the danger of
anarmed attack. We must al so consider what
may have happened had they panicked in
such an event. Nonetheless, we were
disappointed, very much so. First of all, the
Pope himself was disappointed; this voyage
of peace meant so much to him. Then the
peoples who were expecting him were dis-
appointed. We must al so admit that our hope
had been nourished by Our Lady’ s message
of 25 August '94 where Our Lady said She
was praying with us for: "the gift of the
presence of my beloved son in your home-
land." She also said: "l pray and intercede
before my Son Jesus, that the dream had by
your fathersmay berealized.” (If thefathers
dream refers to the Croatians, then it was
realized with the Pope's voyage to Zagreb.
Editor’ s note)

Isit possible that Mary’s prayer, united
to ours, had no effect? Isit possible that Her
intercession went unheard? | believe the
answer comes from reading on in that same
message: "Satan is strong and wishes to
destroy the hope..." Well, what can Satan do
after all? There are two limits to the devil’s
power, very precise limits. The first is
imposed by the will of God, who lets no one
guide history, even though thisisdonewhile
respecting the freedom He gave to each of
us. The second is made up of man’ s consent.
Let it be clear that Satan can do nothing to
man if man is opposed to him. If Satan isso
strong today it is because men give him their
consent, because they listen to his voice, as
our forefathers did.

To makeit clearer, | shall give you some
examples. Whenl sin, | break God' swill over
me, and for the devil thisis avictory. It is
avictory, though, obtained through my fault,
because | consented to an act that was
contrary to the divinewill. Even in the great
historical events the same thing happens.
Think of the wars, the persecution against
Christians, the genocides, the massatrocities
done by Hitler, Stalin, Mao...

It has always been because of human
consent that the devil has had the upper hand
over God' swill, whichisawill of peace, not
affliction (Jer 29:11) - but God does not
intervene, He waits. Like in the parable of
the weed growing with the wheat, God
awaits the time of harvest, and He gives to
each person according to what he earned. Is
this, though, a defeat for God’s plans? No,
itistheway in which His plans arerealized,
withrespect for freewill. Evenwhenit seems
that the devil iswinning, we must remember
that the devil aways is the loser.

The best example comes from Jesus
sacrifice. There is no doubt that the devil
used all his power to get Christ crucified -
he obtained the consent of Judah, of the
Sanhedrin, of Pilate... And then what? That
which he believed was a victory in his
favour, turned out to beadefeat. God’ splans

Parents of St Thérése of Lisieux
soon to be made saints

Married couples as saintswho sanctified
themselvestogether withtheir childrenisnot
a novelty to the Church. Among the oldest
known couples we remember Mario and
Martha with their children Audiface and
Abacum who were all martyred in Rome in
270 dc, and the Greek couple, Senofonte and
Maria with their children John and Arcadio
who were all confessors (6th century). We
also have & Basil the Great, bishop of
Caesarea and doctor of the Church. Sx
members of his family are venerated as
saints: his paternal grandmother Macrina,
his parents Basil and Emiilia, hiselder sister
Macrina, and his brothers Gregory and
Peter who became bishops. Many also
reached level sof sanctity just by carrying out
their family duties, such as S Monica the
mother of & Augustine and & Silvia the
mother of & Gregory the Great.

This brings us to our present day. L ouis
and Zdlie Martin, the parents of St Therese
of the Child Jesus, are about to be sanctified.
The decree was signed by John Paul Il on
the 26th March 1994.

Louis and Zélie Martin married on the
13th July 1858 and had 9 children. Though
four of them died very young, the faith of
Louis and Zélie remained strong and
continued to grow. The other five, Marie,
Pauline, Leonie, Celineand Therese, grew up
in a prayerful and hard working family -
Louiswas awatchmaker, Zélie alacemaker.
The Martin family were renowned in al of
Alencon for their generosity and many
works of charity.

Zé&ie loved children "to the point of
folly" - "they are God's blessings' - which
is why she educated her daughters to be
humbly and heroically subjected to the will
of God, knowing that God loved them and
desired being loved by them. Louisand Zélie
both firm believers and totally trusting in
God, were careful to do only that which was
pleasing to God. This can aso be seen in
Therese's Little Way.

Zélienourished her soul withthewritings
of St Francis of Sales and was inspired by
the gentleness of this saint. She joined the
Third Order. On his part, Louis was careful
to be obedient to God in the family, at work
and in the Brotherhood of which hewaspart.
In Alencon hewasknown asthe "Patriarch.”
He was a strong-minded man, but at the
same time he could be affectionate and
considerate. In the light of these examples,
the religious vocation matured in all five
daughters. They were not to enter the
convent, though, until after the death of their
mother who died at the age of 46. Zélie's

great trust in God helped her to accept her
sufferings and offer Him her worry for her
children, knowing that He would take care
of them.

Louis and his daughters agreed to move
to Lisieux to be close to the girls' aunt and
uncle and their family. In their new home,
called LesBuissonets, Louis wasanattentive
father, dedicating his life to the girls and
watching over their education. Though it
sorrowed him, hegavehisblessing to thetwo
eldest girls when they decided to enter the
Carmel of Lisieux. The other three would
also make the same decision. In exchange
God granted him great spiritual joy for
having given over his most precious
belongings. Louis saw it astherealization of
the desire both he and Zelie had to enter
religiousllife.

It cost him a great deal though when
Therese, hislittle "Queen," decided to enter
the convent. Therese herself describes his
father’ sreaction: "When | told him | wanted
to enter Carmel, he mixed his tears with
mine, but he didn’t say anything to dissuade
me from entering. He simply objected that
| was so young, but I quickly convinced him
of my sincerity and urgancy. He said how
God was doing him 'a great honour’ asking
his children of him in this way." During a
pilgrimage to Rome, when Therese decided
to ask for the Pope's permission to enter
Carmel (she was only 15), Louis consented.

Another great trial had been reserved by
God for Therese's father: a physica and
mental disorder. Though he had regained his
peace after two crises he was to stay in the
asylum of Caen for nearly three years. To a
doctor he said: "I have aways been
accustomed to commanding and | see myself
reduced to obeying, it is hard, but | know
why God hasgiven methistrial: | have never
had humiliation in my life, | needed it."
Therese had beeninthe Carmel 4 yearswhen
her father returned to Les Buissonets. It was
here that he died, after a long and painful
decline. On the 28th July 1894, Louis
reached Zeliein heaven. Theresedied 3years
later of tuberculosis.

The saintly lives of Louis and Zélie was
the seed that matured into fruits of holiness
in their daughters, particularly in Therese.
The official declaration regarding their
saintliness is all the more effective in this
year dedicated to the family. The example
they leave usis the testimony that God calls
us to holiness wherever we are; and that
house, work, children, etc. do not impede us
from reaching holiness, but can assist us as
long as God occupiesfirst placein our lives.
From the tree you will recognize the fruit,
Jesus tells us, but such extraordinary fruits
alsotell usthat thetreetoo isextraordinarily
vital. *

fortheworld’ shistory (thehi storyof sal vation)
are aways realized. The ways taken to get
there, though, are not the ones we think they
are (My ways are not your ways, the Bible
warnsus- 1s55:8). God' splanisdonewhile
still respecting the freedom He gave us. We
arethe only ones responsible when we make
God's plan fail in us. It is His will that
everyone be saved, that no one perish (1 Tm
2:4). Therefore, |, and no one el se, will have
to pay the consequences, evenif God'splan,
which began with creation, will infallibly be
realized. Fr. G. Amorth

* The Court of Appeal in Rome, on the
4th July 1994, declared null the proceedings
against Bishop Paul Hnilica which began on
23 March 1993 for allegedely having received
stolen goods. We rejoice at the news of the
acquittal of this honest and disinterested
bishop. The lie, the weapon used most to
condemn innocence, has been unmasked.

Also Renato Baron was acquitted by the
Magistrates' Court of Schio on 7 Oct. He had
been accused of embezzlement. Five years of
suspicion, controversy and legal quibble have
thus come to an end. Renato affronted it all
with immense patience and dignity.



Readers Write

Letter schosenfromthehundredsreceived:

* Readers of Echo in Albanese wrote
from Shkodér, Tirana and Durréss. One
"group of faithful" said: "Echo in Albaneseis
awonderful gift for we who have thirsted for
so long for the Word of God. Our Lady's
messages are a light that guides our hearts.
They help us support the sufferings and to
strengthen the newly born faith of our people.
Thank you." The translator of the Albanese
edition, Robert Prendushi, has received a
computer from us to help him in his work.
Providence is aways ready to help those of
good will.

* From the Pacific - Hans Schjang and
Christiana Acoba distribute 300 copies of
English Echo in Hawaii. They tell us: "Many
readers call us to express their satisfaction,
and to urge us to keep up the divine and
blessed work for Mary."

* From Kathmandu in Nepal, Chirendra
Satyal writes: "(...) Our small Catholic
community (4,000 out of a population of
20,000) is growing. We had our annua
Marian procession on May 31st. The first
Fridays are also celebrated with a night-long
vigil. Jesuit Father Antony Sharma, the head
of the Catholic Church of Nepal, told me to
'thank you for the copies of Echo.' Our church
now has its first photocopier, which we can
use to make more copies of Echo." Chirendra
then told us about a group of Italian mountain
climbers who "tried to climb Mt Everest in
May with a statue of Our Lady which they
wanted to place on top. Because their leader
died above the 5,000 metre level, the group
gave up the climb and donated the statue to
the Catholic Church in Kathmandu."

*  From Skopje in Macedonia, Sr.
Joselette wrote to thank us for the copies of
Echo which she distributes to people who
have never heard about Medjugorje.
Macedoniahasonly just gained independence
from Yugoslavia

* From Perth, Australia: "I thank you so
muchfor 'Echo.' For months| had beenfeeling
dry and unable to pray. Today | received the
Echo (113) and so much liked your article on
‘religious fetishes.' It made me realize how |
too had burdened myself with too many prayer
formulas." (C. Watts)

* From Aberdeen, Australia "Your
bulletin is my life and my well spring, it has
kept me aive and not allowed me to perish
intheface of al thetrials| have gonethrough
over the last few years..." (Jennifer)

* FromM Unster inGermany, Sr.Hadburg
said she "joyfully receives Echo each month.
Init | percelvethe universal action of God for
our times. | pray that it may continue."

* From Uganda- "Now | understand that
your bulletin is the means used by Mary to
communicate with me. | have no doubt: Echo
is Her voice." (Joseph Kassani)

SOLIDARITY
We are our brothers' keepers!

People are donating less but the need for
food, medical and other suppliesistill great.
Let us continue giving them our support.
Contact your nearest Megdj. or Caritas centre.
Donations may be sent to us for this purpose,
if you indicate who the money is for. Send
cheques to: Eco di Medj., C.P. 149, 1-46100
Mantova, Italy.

* Hospital of Mostar - Thanks to
donations received by friends of Med;., the
hospital wasableto buy important equi pment.
They send their thanks.

ECHO IS FREE - it lives on your
donations. Personal chequesaccepted. Please
forwardto Ecodi Medj., CasellaPostale 149,
1-46100 Mantova, Italy. If you wish to
communicate with us, please forward your
mail to Echo of Medjugorje, CasellaPostale
27, 1-31030 Bessica (TV), Itay. Ph/Fax:
0423-470331

Bus service from Trieste to Medj.
continues. Departure 6 pm daily from bus
station (adjacent to train station). Return 6 pm
daily from Medj. Return price Lit. 86,200 Ph.
bus station Trieste: 040-360300 * ox

Spiritual Retreats

Craig Lodge (in Scotland), is a Family
House of Prayer. The house is set in 7 acres
of beautiful woods and gardens. It offers a
unigqueopportunity tostep asidefromthenoise
and rush of everyday livingandtojoininthe
daily prayer life of the house and resident
Y outhCommunity. Therearemany conducted
weekendswithemphasison Adoration. Prayer
groups and individuals are welcome. For
information contact Calum and Mary Anne
MacFarlane-Barrow, Craig Lodge, Dalmally,
Argyll PA33 1AR, Scotland.

* " A Heavenly Journey" by Verayn R.
Alpha - a fictional story based on historical
and biblical facts. Available from: The
Medjugorje Appeal, Unit J Lambs Bus. Park,
Tilburstow Hill Rd, South Godstone, Surrey
RH9 8JZ, England.

The White Army (intl movement): the
message of Fatima to the children of theworld.
It is an invitation to families and to their
childrento heed the Fatimarequests. Padre Pio
said: "The children with the rosary in their
hands shall savetheworld." Usually priestsare
involved because they bless the children, say
a Holy Mass for them, bring the Blessed
Sacrament for Adoration and might say the
Rosary with them. For more information,
contact: The White Army, C.P. 135, 1-67100
L'Aquila, Italy.

ECHO IN OTHER LANGUAGES

Italian: Eco di Medj., C.P. 149, 46100 Mantova,
Italy. English: Echo of Medj., CasPost. 27, I-
31030 Bessica (TV), Italy - ph/fx: 0423-470331.
French: Echo de Medjugorje, 18 Allée Thévenat,
F-39100 Dole, France. German: Echo aus Med;.,
C.P. 149, i-46100 Mantova, Itay. Fax 0376-
245075 Spanish: Roger Watson, c/o Antonucci,
Via Verrotti 1, 1-47100 Aquila, Italy. Catalan:
Amics de Medj., c.Carme 11 baixos, E-08700
Igualada-Catalonia, Spain. Portughese: a) Gilberto
Correia, ruade Brito 24, 4915 Vila Praiade Ancora,
(ph.911181), Portugal; b) Servos da Rainha, Caixa
p. 02576, 70279-970 Brasilia DF, Brazil. Dutch:
Int. Medj. Comité afd. Nederland-Belgie,
Misericordeplein 12C, NL-6211 XK Maastricht,
Holland.  Polish: Czeslawa  Mirkiewicz,
uI.IC?n.Krasickiego 21a/3, PL 30-515 Krakow-
Podgorze, Poland. Russian: Dom Marii, Plotnikov
3, 121003 Moscow, Russian Federation - fax
007095-2415057. Hungarian: Fraternitas, 1399
Budapest, p.f. 701/85 Hungary - fax 36-11329001.
Romanian: Ecou din Medj.,, P.O.B. 41-132,
Bucharest, Romania; Albanese: Jehona e
Medjugorje, L.1 p.10, LAC, Albania

Reduced editions. Greek: Soeur Despina de la St
Croix, 69 Rue Epirou, Agia Paraskave, 15341
Athens, Greece. Czech: Medzugorské ozveny,
Ilbenstadter, Str.6, D-60385 Frankfurt, Germany.
Distributors: USA: Peter Miller, POB 2720-230,
Huntington Beach CA 92647 - ph. 714-374 0530,
fax 374 9490. Mrs. Joanne Clark, 17503 Applewood
Ln, Rockville, MD 20855. Canada: Giuseppe
Bozzo, 8324 Nicolas Leblanc, Montreal Que H1E
3WS5 - ph. 648-3420. Spain: Jose L. Lopez de S.
Roman, Ap.246, Paencia, Spain. Australia (al
editions): Medjugorje Sentinel, P.O.B. 746, Pennant
Hills NSW 2120 - fax 02-9807806.

Echo turns 10

On 21 November Echo turned 10 years
old. We thank God for this work that spreads
Mary’ svoiceinthe morethan 700,000 copies,
of which 385,000 arein Italian; therest covers
the 13 foreign editions. To God we offer the
sacrifices of those who bear the weight of the
various editions and who write to tell us how
they too are hindered in their work.

The Friends of Medj. who produce Echo
in Catalan, which quality-wise is the best
among those not published by us, write: "We
pray that Echo may continuefor it is nourish-
ment that keeps alive the life which began in
Medj. We work in difficult conditions. We
only have one person for the trandlating, one
(with health problems) for the mailingwho is
helped by a 90 year-old man and some others
who can help only occasionally. So far the
Lord has assured us the minimum needed for
thisto continue, and I’ m sure He alwayswill."

It is a similar situation for the Polish
edition. All the weight is borne by Martha
who is serioudly ill. It truly is a case of: my
power is at its best in weakness (2 Co 12:9).

Fr. Pedro A. Bachisthe head of the Servos
daReinhagroupwhich producestheBrazilian
Echo (150,000 copies). He writes: "Since
there was no one to help Reinaldo (the trans-
lator), he decided to resign from his job last
year (where he had been in charge of a
department in the central Bank for the last 16
years) to dedicate himself totally to Our
Lady’s cause. The Echo has been a funda-
mental element in the communication of the
Medj. graces to this population, and requests
continue to come in. We have distributors in
every state - and hundreds of groups for non-
stop Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, plus
others who recite the Rosary, etc.”

From Budapest, ElisabethV argacontinues
to edit the beautiful, complete edition in
Hungarian, though her health is precarious,
which aso creates problems with her job as
a teacher.

The German edition is done in Bolzano
(N. Italy), and God knows how difficult it is
for our friend Hermann to get the tranglations
done. He loses hours of his sleep, so precious
for hisbusy life as atravelling salesman. We
ask God to find us a per son whose mother
tongueis German, who is spiritually mature
and who is also familiar with computers, to
give Hermann a hand. At the moment Sr. M.
Graziafrom the Oasis of Peace community is
helping out, but most of her time is divided
betweencommunitylifeanduniversity studies.

Of course we cannot forget the many
distributors al over the world. They work
with such zeal and dedication, all for the cause
of Mary. They will be abundantly rewarded.

New year, new heading: The Echo of
Mary Queen of Peace. We think this will
better suit Mary’s mission for today’ s world,
which echoes that of Jesus: | give you my
peace ... a peace which is greater than all
intelligence. Besides, Medjugorje has spread
out to cover theendsof theearth and thisgrace
is not limited to places of apparitions, but
wherever the fire of love and peaceis lit up,
wherever children "open their hearts to Her
message” which is. Peace be to you!

It is an honour for us all to serve Mary,
tohelpHer fulfil Her plansthrough letting Her
message reach so many peoplewho anxiously
await it as their indispensable bread.

With Mary and all the Saints, we bless
you.
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